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Roman Marble Cinerarium

An ancient Roman marble cinerarium, the front
carved with two facing griffins between two claw
footed tripods holding globes; a central panel
inscribed with a funerary dedication, DIS
MANIB M PONTIO M F LONGINO VIX ANN
VI M VI D XI H II; "To the Shades of the Dead,
for Marcus Pontius Longinus, son of Marcus,
(who) lived 6 years, 6 months, 11 days, 2 hours."

Ca. 1st century AD.
Height: 7 1/2 in. (19 cm).

Cineraria which held the cremated remains of the deceased bore
inscriptions naming the individual and often those who provided
for the the funerary monument. Some cineraria had recesses a
the top through which libations were poured, often wine, honey,
milk or olive oil. The cinerarium was often placed in a family
vault or columbarium.

Published: Notizie degli scavi di antichita?, (Rome, 1887), p. 79,
no. 21.Bullettino della Commissione Archeologica Comunale di
Roma, (1887), p. 43, no. 1771.C. Hülsen, Corpus inscriptionum
latinarum, vol. VI, (1902), part 4, no. 36162.

Found before 1887 on the Via Trionfale, Rome; French private
collection until the 1990s; subsequently in an American private
collection.

inventory number: 9519

Scan to view this piece online

International Association of Dealers in Ancient Art (IADAA), Appraisers Association of America (AAA)
Art and Antique Dealers League of America (AADLA), Confédération Internationale des Négociants en Œuvres d’Art (CINOA)


